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Next Generation Politics
After graduating with his bachelor’s in business from Westminster College in Fulton,
Missouri, Sean Gagen moved to New Jersey/New York and began working for an
insurance company. However, he was not long for the insurance business. Unhappy
with his current position, Sean saw an ad for the Graduate School of Political
Management (GSPM) in the New York Times. This, he thought, could be interesting.
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The organization, whose honorary co-chairs included U.S. Sen. Bill Bradley (NJ),
former Texas Gov. Ann Richards and former Ohio Gov. Richard F. Celeste, recruited,
trained and paid recent college graduates to work on progressive campaigns and
helped them get their start in politics. “My training at GSPM helped me understand
that it’s important to train a new generation of folks — to keep them engaged in
politics and ready to make a difference,” Sean said.
At Participation 2000, Sean spent five years recruiting young future political
professionals for the program, training them and sending them to work for
progressive campaigns. Once the campaign season ended, participants would
return, share their experiences and prepare for their next campaign, staff job in
Congress or advocacy role. Sean was in his element. He said, “This model for
educating and inspiring the next generation of political activists really resonated
with me, and it’s something I wanted to expand on.”
And expand on it he did. From 2007 to 2009, Sean was the executive director of
the Missouri Democratic Party, where he created a program designed to put the
Democrats in the best position to succeed. The Camp Carnahan program, named
after Gov. Mel Carnahan, trained more than 800 campers throughout Missouri to
use modern techniques to win elections. Camp Carnahan was the inspiration for
Sean’s first organizing company, which offered the Campaign Camp and Camp
Wellstone training programs.
Campaign Camp worked for more than 50 clients and taught nearly 18,000
Democrats the fundamentals of winning elections beginning in 2001. Since
conception, he has overseen the training of aspiring political professionals,
advocates and campaign staffers in 38 states across the country. He’s also
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members and developing volunteers as fundamental tools that
help campaigns maximize the votes they need.

Those Who Do Also Teach
In 2005 George Washington University contacted Sean about
teaching in its on-campus program. With his experience as an
organizer, campaign manager, advocacy strategist, recruiter,
executive director and extensive background working with
young people, this was a perfect opportunity and a perfect fit.
“I loved the idea of coming back to GSPM to meet the next
generation of campaigners and share my experiences from the
field with them,” Sean said.
While he began at GWU by teaching on campus, he now also
teaches in the online program with a focus on grassroots
organizing and campaign strategy. He knows when it comes to
these subjects, staying current is of the utmost importance.

“Social media has a big impact on
campaigns today. However, I am
a big believer in convergence of
tactics and methods to win elections.
Incorporating people through
on-the-ground human interaction
and use of social media can be a
powerful and winning combination
for any campaign.”
– Sean Gagen, Adjunct Professor
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